Summary to the Decision of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine no. 17-rp/2008 dated September 18, 2008 on the case upon the constitutional petition of 50 People’s Deputies of Ukraine concerning conformity with the Constitution of Ukraine (constitutionality) of Article 3 of the Law of Ukraine “On approval of the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea”
Subject of the right to constitutional petition – 50 People’s Deputies of Ukraine - applied to the Constitutional Court with a petition to recognise as non-conforming with the Constitution of Ukraine (unconstitutional) Article 3 of the Law of Ukraine “On approval of the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea” (hereinafter referred to as “the Law”) wherein is established that amendments to the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea are adopted by the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and approved by the law of Ukraine.
According to Articles 2.2 and 133.1 of the Constitution, Ukraine is a unitary state and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, which status is established in particular by Chapter X of the Fundamental Law, forms its constituent part.
The Autonomous Republic of Crimea has the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea that is adopted, amended by the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and approved by the law of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine by no less than one-half of the constitutional composition of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (Articles 85.1.37, 135.1 of the Constitution). The Constitutional Court in paragraph 2.2 of the motivation part of the Decision no. 1-rp/2001 dated February 27, 2001 (case on legal acts of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea) and paragraph 1.3 of the motivation part of the Decision no. 1-rp/2003 dated  January 16, 2003 (case on the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea) defined the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea as a fundamental normative-legal act that has the highest legal force among the acts adopted by bodies of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. 
The Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea may be amended through regulation of the authorities of the Autonomy, established by it. In order to do so, subjects of the right of legislative initiative at the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine may initiate introducing amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine regarding this authority, or through adoption of separate laws of Ukraine within the limits of constitutional authority of the Autonomy prescribed by Articles 134 and 138 of the Constitution.
The right of legislative initiative at the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine pertains to the President of Ukraine, People’s Deputies of Ukraine and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine (Article 93.1 of the Constitution), but these subjects are not entitled to submit drafts of normative-legal acts to the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, in particular regarding amendments to the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

The Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and amendments thereto are approved by laws of Ukraine adopted, according to the Constitution, under the special procedure. The ground for adoption by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of such laws of Ukraine is adoption by the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea of the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea or amendments thereto. Pursuant to Articles 85 and 135 of the Constitution, without respective decisions of the Verkhovna Rada of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea such laws shall not be adopted.
Therefore, the procedure of introducing amendments to the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea determined in Article 3 of the Law does not restrict the right of subjects of legislative initiative at the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. That is why Article 3 of the Law conforms with the Constitution of Ukraine (is constitutional).
Thus, the Constitutional Court of Ukraine held to recognise Article 3 of the Law of Ukraine “On approval of the Constitution of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea” no. 350-XIV dated September 23, 1998 as conforming with the Constitution of Ukraine (constitutional).
